SOIL STEIPPING

241

the records of the present Kensico reservoir water nor from any
other data elsewhere which we have at hand, that this would
be so for a plant provided with adequate aeration. Practically,
we do not believe that this would be the limiting condition.
Conceding, however, for the moment for purposes of discussion,
that summer growths might control, we can at least make an
approximate calculation of the additional cost that would
be involved.
In a previous communication we proposed the use of an
average rate of 5,000,000 gallons per acre daily as a proper
one for the purification of this water. This is based on the
use of water from an unstripped reservoir.
For the purpose of calculation assume that with a stripped
reservoir a rate of 6,000,000 gallons per day could be used
instead of the 5,000,000 rate above assumed. It should be
distinctly understood that we have no reason for believing
that such a relative increase in rate would be possible, and we
do not believe, that the difference in conditions would justify
such an allowance; but we make the computation to show
the amount of money that could possibly be saved in case
such an assumed increase in rate were made possible by stripping.
Conceding for the moment that such a difference might be
made, for an average yield of 250,000,000 gallons per day from
the Ashokan watershed, it would make the difference between
50.00 acres and 41.67 acres of filter surface. The difference
in area would thus be 8 1-3 acres, costing perhaps $600,000,
without including the piping and general appliances that would
be the same whatever the rate. This is certainly the largest
possible estimate which can be placed upon the difference in
cost of filter plant attributable to stripping.
Stripping would make no difference in the settling basins
which were suggested and have been considered in some of
the filter projects. Such settling basins are clearly unnecessary
in connection with the treatment of any and all waters to be
derived from the Ashokan watershed. Such basins were con-
templated only for use in connection with the waters from other
watersheds yielding highly colored waters to be ultimately
diverted to the Ashokan system; and in the light of the present
evidence it seems unlikely that such treatment would be
required even with these matters after they had passed the
Ashokan reservoir. Certainly the stripping of the Ashokan
and Kensico reservoirs would have no tendency to remove
the color from such waters.
We have also considered the probability of obtaining longer